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Lost for words? Not bloody likely.... 


How can you possibly begin an editorial this month? Damn near impossibie. Even the 
choice for a cover began with an argument over whether a second ‘Black Issue’ would be 
appropriate. But the Titanic analogy was just too tempting, self-mocking providing an avenue to 
deflect the wave of sarcasm currently drowning us. 

How else can we possibly contain the anger that this cataclysmic defeat has caused. To try 
and editorialise would be to invite legal action from a number of individuals, both playing and 
non-playing, so for once we'll let the press do the talking. 


Australian fans who thought things couldn’ get any worse after the Socceroos’ heartbreaking 
elimination from the World Cup finals in Melboume last November had better think again. - Ray 
Gatt, The Australian 


Forty percent of nothing is probably what the Socceroos deserve after producing one of the 
worst performances in their history in a stumbling, bumbling, 1-0 loss to New Zealand - Michael 
Cockerill, The Age 


Well, there's only so far you can go in the mainstream press we suppose, but the expletives 
have certainly been flying in lounge rooms and pubs across the country and the sport is now in 
danger of lasing even it's true believers, It isn't hard to understand, even if that attitude is what 
has brought us to this position, but now is the time for someone to step from the ashes and 
show some genuine leadership, to grab the sport by the throat and drag it kicking and 
screaming into the 21" Century. Someone like.... 


(cue reality) 


Basil Scarsella has been elevated to the top job in the quise of a moderator, someone who 
will take a more consultative role than his predecessor, yet to the average cynical fan that 
sounds like the sort of role the Chairman took pre-Hill, yet where did that approach get us? 

Wallace Dann has in turn been elevated to the role of Vice-Chairman and regular readers of 
‘The Farr Post' will be aware that if Dann is the second most capable soccer administrator in the 
country then we should all start applying for jobs at SocAus HQ. 

Dann's appointment may yet turn out to be temporary, however, with John Barker a hot tip to 
take over the position early next year. Watch this space... 

The return of Tony Labbozzetta to the board as the clubs’ representative is also viewed with 
dismay amongst those with long memories, The vote went 8-7 Tony's way after Nick Tana 
thought he had the numbers. Our spy tells us Newcastle gave Tony the green light, but we'd be 
happy to be proved wrong. With the ‘balance of power’ retuming to its traditional base, some 
fear the game may now retum to the dark days of yesteryear. 

Remember when the press were reluctant to pursue matters detrimental to the growth of 
the sport in this country? 

Remember when hooliganism was viewed as ‘a few rascals letting off steam’? 
Remember when Australia used to play one up front, or two up front against minnows? 


Then there is the financial position. Basil Scarsella himself paints a pretty ordinary picture 
elsewhere in this issue, And that was before we threw away over $1 million on October 4, along 
with the missed opportunity to once again appear on the world stage and attract additional 
lucrative toumament invitations (US Cup etc), 


And get this! It wasn't too many weeks ago that a certain NSW soccer body came to the 
rescue of SocAus with a $100,000 cheque, just as the economic wolves were about to blow the 
house down. 

It's not all doom and gloom, but if we can’t afford to turn the lights on can somebody at least 


light a candle? 


1998 Oceania Cup - Fantasy and Farce 


Has there ever been such an occasion when an Oe 
international match attracted such little public interest? Car i! 
really be only nine years since the Fijians fried Frank & co. 1-0? 

Why then was there a record level of apathy amongst the 
public and the media? Well, there was the small matter of a 
couple of grand finals in either codes which spellbound the 
residents of four states, and with the general election a week 
away there was little room for the likes of the group phase of the 
Oceania Cup. 
= Besides, the Socceroos themselves had hardly helped 

Rae | See tis matters, with fans' confidence taking a battering when news 
OCEANIA FOOTBALL CONFEDERATION = gitaraq through that Brisbane Strikers, courtosy of a Andy 


NationsCup98 Harper goal, had rolled the 'roos 1-0 in a friendly the previous 


weekend. To try and keep a perspective on that, Brisbane went 





25 SEP-4 OCT BRISBANE AUSTRALIA out 24 hours later and beat XX**% side Taringa Rovers by the 


same scoreline. And the Strikers wore wilhoul Wolhnmnan and 
Zorocich.... 


But despite the dodgy preparation the fans still waited for an announcement on telecast 
details. And waited, and waited.... Incredibly, the matches were not to be seen or television of 
any description, a real slap in the face to those who liked the sound of the NI-W television deal, 
As it was, SBS came to the rescue with goal highlights during World Sports, but i's been a while 
since an Australian international couldn't be seen SOMEWHERE on television Thankfully SBS 
came to their senses and showed the entire ninety minutes of the final live, although whether 
that was a good or bad thing is questionable. The part thal bewildered the fans was that the 
Seven Network were happy enough to screen the Wallabies’ matches against Tonga and 
Western Someone yet didn't even bother with scores for some of the Socceroos’ matches! 


lf ever a toumament had an image problem it was this one. What the tourearnent needed 
was for New Zealand to come out on day one and deliver a good old-fashioned lesson in 
arithmetic to Tahiti. The best the Kiwis could muster was o 1-0 victory garmed Via an own-goal 
(well, Coveny had plenty to do with it but the scorebook will show anog), He, 

Okay then, what the toumament really needed was for Australia to come out and deliver a 
good old fashioned lesson in arithmetic to the Fijians, and things started wall when Mori 
converted after just two minutes. Frogger would have been pleased enough by hall time, with a 
hat-trick to his name, even if none of his mates had troubled the scoreboard atlondant 
But once again a sloppy, half-hearted effort resulted in Australia being oulscored by a minnow in 
45 minutes of football. Absolutely bloody shameful. Another term used to caseribe the ‘roos 
effort was ‘pathetic’. Slow hand-clapping become the order of the night, with no autographs for 
the few waiting kids (other than local hero Kasey Wehrman) after the match. 


The atmosphere was such that to use the term at all is being generous, Stadium officials 
outnumbered spectators during the early game but by the time the Socceroos took the field the 
crowd had swelled to around 800. Which is about TWICE the number present for the 16-0 romp 
over the Cook Islands three days later. Admittedly, Monday Night Soccer doesn't quite have the 
same fing to it as (American) Monday Night Football, but for just 400 people to witness an 
Australian intemational (with a Kiwi match thrown in for good measure) must rank as one of the 
most disappointing aspects of the entire tournament. 


Not that the sparse crowd concemed the players. Eight goals in each half of football is good 
value in anyone's currency although the quality of defending from tha compotition's jon 
minnows (think about that...) was as bad as | have seen. As we tised fo say dow at thie 


amateurs - pure Carringbush! 








Damian Mori had four by half time before he was rested for the semi. It would have been 
interesting to see whether Gary Cole's record of seven in a match would have survived, but 
Blanco was eager to give Trajanovski some game time and he responded with a secondhalf 
hat-trick of his own, and to round off an enjoyable stroll in the park Paul Trimboli picked up his 
first senior international hat-trick. 

To come so close to the record and not nail it may be seen as an opportunity lost in years to 
come. With increased funding to Oceania, we may not see such a shambolic defence again. 
Besides, for lran to retain the record is just one further reminder.... 


So the hosts were safely through to the semi finals, and an appointment with arguably the 
third strongest side in Oceania. Perhaps that was the catalyst required for Blanco to call up 
Fausto De Amicis for his first action of the series, or maybe he considered it time for Colosimo 
to put his feet up in anticipation of the final. Either way the De Amicis move was one of only two 
to the starting line-up, with Trajanovski getting his first start in place of Wehrman, Whether by 
accident or design, Wehrman would prove to be Australia's most active midfielder in the final, 
unlike Brad Maloney who played all 360 minutes of Oz's matches. 


lf Raul Blanco had considered Tahiti a threat (before the game) he would have been pretty 
relieved when Mori opened the scoring after a minute and the same player went on to put Oz 
2-0 ahead just after half an hour. It remained that way at half time and you'd think at that point 
Blanco would have been thinking hard about resting his key players for the final. 

Yeah, yeah, we know, Sir Alf paid dearly for counting his chooks when the Poms were 2-0 up 
in 1970, but this was Tahiti, not Germany, and Raul and Les were duty bound to ensure their 
first choice eleven was in peak fitness for the final in 43.5 hours time. 

Eleven minutes into the second half Hiro Labaste headed Tahiti to within a goal of the hosts, 
and in an extraordinary display of panic, Raul Blanco removed Paul Trimboli (fair enough, save 
your starters for the final) and replaced him with Glen Gwynne! Carl Veart's introduction eight 
minutes later reduced the latitude allowable to the Tahitian defenders and, in a sense, nornal 
service was resumed with two goals in the last ten or so minutes. 

It seems picky to whinge about a 4-1 win, but the lack of pride shown by some of the players 
in representing their country was beginning to show. There seemed to be a certain attitude 
pervading the camp, like it didn't matter, like they weren't going to Mexico anyway, like their 
share of the money would be peanuts, and unsalted at that. 

The one positive to come from the night was Alex Tobin breaking the Socceroos appearance 
record, previously held by Paul Wade. The match was Alex's 85", and coincidentally was 
against the same country that Paul Wade set the old mark, Spooky, isn't it? 


October 4, 1998, and if the Australian national soccer team (hard to call this mob the 
Socceroos) has played a more insipid ninety minutes against the New Zealand national soccer 
team (okay, these guys were the All Whites) then we would, er, hate to see it 

And yet this Kiwi squad had run into trouble before a ball was kicked, with defender Che 
Bunce rolling an ankle at the team's first training session on a Rochedale pitch so dodgy the 
Kiwi management insisted on a change of training venue. To top it off, Ivan Vicelich retumed 
home at attend his grandmother's funeral. 

They had fallen over the line 1-0 in their opener against Tahiti, and hammered Vanuatu 
before falling over the line 1-0 against Fiji. How could you possibly have backed them to beat 
Australia in the final? The odds would have been tempting enough, but the form suggested the 
Aussies by a furlong with the Kiwis calling for the screens. 

But like Johnny Warren always says, you can throw the form book out the window when it 
comes to Trans-Tasman derbies. New Zealand were expected to throw everything at the locals 
but were not expected to outplay us. Yes, the Kiwis played very well, but the Australians were 
pretty diabolical once NZ had taken the lead and to have only six real atternpts on goal in ninety 
minutes is the stuff of nightmares. 

Some were quick to point out that the Aussies were still effectively in pre-season mode, but it 
didn’t seem to hamper the visitors, with Hay, Wilkinson, Zorocich, Douglas, Foy and Coveny all 
in the same canoe. And with Batty, Hay, Zorocich, Lines, Jackson and Coveny playing all four 


games you could argue that NZ boss Ken Dugdale didn't give lis starters every opportunity to 
rest either. 

No, the Kiwis have always thrived on the prospect of putting Australia back in their burrow, 
and the 1998 Oceania Cup provided the perfect shovel, Good luck to thar in Mexico. 
Drawn in a group with Brazil, France and the USA, they'll bloody need It! 
News from Brisbane - literally! 
After years of lobbying (and occasional ridiculing) the OF G have finally got around to releasing 
‘THE WAVE' - Breaking News From The Oceania Football Confederation 
It may only be eight pages, but it is A3 sized and in full colour on quality paper and is worth 
getting hold of simply to catch up on what is actually happening in the region 
News from the islands has been virtually non-existant in this country since Jimmy Cook tured 
up but this latest publication should fill that void. 
For further information or subscription enquires, contact: 
Oceania FC , PO Box 62 - 586, Central Park, Auckland 6, New Zealare 
Or 
Sports Marketing and Management, Suite 306, 77 Berry St, North Sydney, NSW 2060 - Ph: 
9959-3466 





Er, he looks familiar... 


An interesting guest at the tournament was Asian Football Confederation General secretary 
Peter Velappan, who was no doubt taking notes on how to run a tournament tree of match 
fixing. Although after that result in the final, perhaps Sportsbook should be asked who backed 
the Kiwis! 


Paul's identity crisis continues... 

Wonder what current Ericsson Cup Player of the Year, Paul Trimboli, thought when browsing 
the Oceania Cup teamsheets. Paulo Trimboli was number 10 for Australia apparently, although 
we shouldn't be too hard on the Oceania staff. It was only last year that Soully Melbourne 
issued Junior Member Tickets featuring Paul Trimbole - not once, but TWICE! 


Oceania Cup Finals - A Brief History 
1973 (at Newmarket Park, Auckland, New Zealand) 


New Zealand 2 
Tahiti 0 
Note: Oz did not compete 


1980 (in New Caledonia) 





Australia 4 

Tahiti 2 

Note: Australia sent a youth team as preparation for the 1981 World Youth Cup. 
1995/6 

1" leg - Oct 26, 1996 (in Papeete) 

Tahiti 0 

Australia 6 Emie Tapai 5, Paul Trimboli 20, Kris Trajanovski 25, 28, 44, 89 
2™ leg - Nov 1, 1996 (at Bruce Stadium Canberra 

Australia 5 Kris Trajanovski 22, 38, 54, Robbie Hooker 13, Paul Trimboli 32 


Tahiti 0 
Note: Australia won 11-0 on aggregate and qualify for 1997 Confederations Cup 


1998 (at Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane) 


Australia 0 
New Zealand 1 Mark Burton ?4 
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U nsecebts ble p erformances 


(Sorry but its no clearer to us!!!!) 
Australia V New Zealand, 4/10/1998 
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Scott CHIPPERFIELD 





Goran LOZANOVSKI 
Kris TRAJANOVSKI 





Australia - International results/rankings - 1998 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 


Get the Book out 


35 35 33 32 36 39 36 
62.32 52.11 51.66 51.53 48.32 48.19 48.08 
; Red card to the Oceania Cup organisers for failing to provide a souvenir 

Feb7 (Melbourne) — friendly Chile 0-4 match programme for the event. Who is to blame? Check with the QSF.... 
Feb 11 (Sydney) friendly South Korea =‘ 1-0 Tapai 39 
Sie o aaay ali reel = Red card to the Brisbane Strikers for their handling of season tickets this year. — 
Oceania an : : With less than a week to go before the opening (home) match against Marconi, fans were 
Sep 25 (Brisbane) GpB Fiji 4-4 Mori 2, 25, 44 ringing the club only to be told there is no official Strikers phone number, and that all calls were 


being handled by the QSF. Worse, when tickets arrived in members' mailboxes, they weren't 
the plastic variety. Can you believe they received four paper tickets to the first four matches? 
Somewhat ironic then, the a Strikers (and QSF) board member happens to a major printing 
company. Someone's arse should be kicked VERY hard over this. 


sep 28 (Brisbane) GpB Cooklslands 16-0 Trimboli 1, 12, 63, Mon 8, 15, 30, 34, 
Maloney 17, 89, Geecoll 42, 
Trajanovski 48, 76, 48, Chippertield 66, 
0.9. 68, Halpin 80 

Oct2 (Brisbane) semi Tahiti 4-1 Mori 1, 32, 81, Carl Veurt 86 

Oct4 (Brisbane) Final New Zealand 0-1 Yellow card to Sydney Olympic for the season launch on September 29 at an ‘upmarket CBD 

Greek restaurant’, As usual there were plenty of freeloader media types (which is not 

unexpected when clubs use all the free publicity they can get), but to charge supporters (and 


Spade dap Gry Fl Ckr Tah = NZ some sponsors, we believe) $65 for what amounted to finger food plus the obligatory beer, wine 








SEO TPalarvc Adee C1 ig ie Se ES ee 6 and soft drinks is typical of the ‘fund-raising’ attitude attached to wnat SHOULD be an open door 
policy at the club. EVERYONE should be welcome to come along and watch proceedings and 
Milan Ivanovic (Adelaide City) xy buy food and drink if they wish. Involve the fans - that's all they really want from the club they 
steve Horvat (Hajduk Split, CRO) x x so46 | financially support. 
Kevin Muscat x 
Alex Tobin (Adelaide City) x x x x x Xohs x Xo61 Yellow card to Canberra Cosmos for forcing themselves into a situation where they will play 
Mark Babic (Marconi) X x y x x only 12 home games this season. Re-surfacing of Bruce Stadium means they will be playing 
Dominic Longo (Marconi) K046 x 5061 Perth Glory in Perth twice, and the Melbourne Knights at Somers St twice. Couldn't they have 
Alte, Caceun (Wveuchaoen : K x requested a reversal of one fixture and a bye for the other? 
Glen Gwynne (Brisb bes rs os » i a x And while we're on the subject of the draw, further bad blood is likely with South Melboume 
vee eee scheduled to play Perth Glory at the BUS on March 7, Grand Prix day! 
Fausto De Amicis (South Melbourne) X046  X XR6  Xo64 r, A request from Souths to reverse their fixtures with Perth was met with a polite"No thanks, 
Goran Lozanovski (South Melbourne) so46R77 984X062 3 Xo46 we've already printed our fridge magnets" or some such Crap excuse. 
Robbie Hooker (Sydney United) X We understand that fixtures are unavoidably altered throughout the course of the season, 
Brett Emerton (UTS Olympic) so75 Xx x x whether it be through unseasonal weather or international duty. 
Nick Rizzo (Liverpool) 5064 But you'd think that at least everybody would be happy before the first ball was kicked... 
Tony Popovic x | 
Ross Aloisi sor4 Yellow card to the AIS if the following statement from West Ham United chief executive is any 
Robert Trajkovski x x | guide: 
"We'd like to thank everyone at the Institute for their help in securing Ferrante's signature. We 
Sher te tees Coal yor ad anes a | have paid a nominal fee for his services and believe him to be a star in the making." 
Gabriel Mendez (Marconi) X063 so76  so46064 | Thank them for their help? A nominal fee? We think it's time for that inquiry..... 
Troy Halpin (Perth Glory) so46y X x x x Xo64 
Kris Trajanovski (Adelaide City) so63 Xo76 X so87 so46 Xyo64 so64 We simply must "quote" you on that.... 
scott Chipperfield (Wollongong) s062 so46 5046 
Kasey Wehrman (Brisbane) Mob? xXod6 x Scarsella quote:- From Ericsson Cup Launch; 
therein hse MaTCON) x x x x x "The Socceroos obviously are important, but in my mind at least, the Encsson Cup is the 
Josip Skoko (Hajduk Split, CRO) Xo7A flagship of Australian soccer because it's the competition that exposes the Australian public to 
7 the game on a week-in, week-in basis. | mean, the Socceroos, um, you know, become the focus 
Abbas Saad (Sydney United) so63 Xo89 xX ance every four years._Er. we dont regard the Confederalions Cup as a big deal". 
John Markovski (Carton) K so76 Xo046 
Paul Trimboli (South Melbourne) %o63 Xo76 = so064 Xob7 xX Ko56 xX Raul Blanco: 
Damian Morn (Adelaide City) x Xo4dG & x "If | didn't leam by now then | will never leam..."(Bye Bye Blanko??) 
Mark Viduka (Croatia Zagreb, CRO) x 
John Alois! (Portsmouth, ENG) Xo64 


Joe Spited 
Ciel Veart (Adelaide City) 


soo4 


soe bd 


Don't forget to purchase your copy of "SocAus ma azine", December Edition. | 


Out now at your nearest newsagents. Only $7.95. 
All the news 2 months in advancell! _ 




















The future of Australian club soccer? 
By Roy Hay 


The dilemmas facing club soccer in Australia were revealed on Saturday night as Bell Park 
Junior Soccer Club held its presentation night in its home at Batesford near Geelong. 
The club which has a ballroom, function room, and a broad range of facilities was built by 
voluntary labour in the 1970s and recently played host to a match between a Geelong senior 
representative team and Carlton from the Ericsson Cup. A packed house of juniors from Under- 
7 Roo Ball players to the Under-15s, several of whom represented Geelong in the Victorian 
Under-15 Super League and their parents and friends supported the evening. Club Secretary 
Richard Rutkowski said that only three children were missing, and even some who had family 
wedding commitments to attend that day had tumed up. 


The names of the players covered virtually every nationality which has sent migrants to 
Australia and many who are Australian of more than one generation. Thay mixed together in 
harmony, joining in dances drawn from different countries and appealing to all age groups, from 
the toddlers to the age pensioners. Accents and opinions mingled and the pride of families in 
the achievernents of their children was enormously uplifting. Billy Dorris, junior, coach and 
manager of Victorian and Geelong representative sides put forward an ambitious five-year plan 
for the club. This included the appointment of professional club officials at all levels, major 
reconstruction of the playing facilities and the establishment of a clear progression from the 
juniors through reserves and youth leagues to senior soccer. The expressed aim is to have the 
senior club in the Victorian Premier League. These are laudable and admirable goals, and club 
without such vision has little chance of long term progress 


The reality facing clubs like Bell Park however is masked by this optimism and the 
demonstration of the importance of the soccer club-to its participants. Thay struggle to find 
volunteers to organise the various teams, even a team manager for the seniors Bell Park failed 
to pay its dues to the Victorian Soccer Federation at the start of the season on time, and was 
docked three points in Division Three of the State League. It goes into next week's final round 
needing to beat one of the promoted teams to avoid relegation, and evan then resulls elsewhere 
can determine its fate. The President of the Soccer Committee has organised an end of season 
trip to Bali for the players, but there was nervousness last night in the club as to whether there 
would be a large enough attendance to support the senior presentation night on 1/7 October. 
The Victorian Soccer Federation has made Divisions Three and Four of the State League 
amateur competitions to help save clubs from themselves by reducing expenditure on players 
Yet clubs like Bell Park still force themselves to the brink of financial collapse by trying to offer 
potential recruits more than basic expenses for playing. 


Some of the problems are historical. The clubs were built by migrants to Australia primarily 
from Europe in the 1950s and 1960s. They were often the means by which the post-war 
generations of migrants came to terms with an incomprehensible society, Soccer clubs helped 
migrants meet and mingle with others from a variety of cultures and backgrounds, and often 
provided the social networks which produced jobs, homes and families for the recent arrivals, 
Though there were some rocky moments, and some violence, the clubs triumphantly succeeded 
in that purpose, which was not their primary goal. 


Now that generation is growing old and managing the transition to younger people is the key 
problem for all long-running soccer clubs. The very success of the clubs means that many of the 
younger generation do not need the facilities and the networks of the clubs as their parents did. 
They have integrated into Australian society, their children play football, cricket and myriad of 
other sports now available. For more recent arrivals from south and east Asia, the middle east 
or south America the existing clubs are sometimes too well established lo be comfortable 
venues, or they are linked too closely to one ethnic group, So new clubs appear to need to be 
established just repeating what happened in the post-war period 


The Amateur League of Victoria has or has had Saigon United, Dandenong Bosna, Oak 
Park Doxa, Red Sea, Peru United, Café Timor in its ranks in recent seasons. 

50 the existing clubs are not being renewed by the influx of younger adults, players or ex- 
players, who are totally involved and who have the time and energy to commit to the 


organisations, which require back-breaking effort and constant attendance if they are to 
survive. 


The pace of modem society and the insecurity of jobs means that young people are just 
too busy to be heavily involved in what is often a thankless job keeping a soccer club afloat. 
Yet the investment, of capital and labour, in the existing clubs has provided a community 
asset which it would be ridiculous to throw away. There is still tremendous demand for 
soccer facilities. Schools throughout Australia are running soccer programs, parents want 
their children to take part in a less confronting code of football than Australian Rules or 
Rugby League, particularly at the younger age groups. The success of the national team and 
of Australians in the top soccer leagues overseas is beginning to filter through to the 
youngsters who see the possibility of progress through the world game. 


As the national team and the Ericsson Cup struggle to obtain the resources to stay afloat 
and offer top players a professional career, they find it increasingly difficult to commit funds 
to junior development and the support of grass roots clubs like Bell Park. Much is being done 
through the Australian Sports Council, through the Institutes of Sport, through sponsorship 
from Diabetes Australia and the Victorian Health Promotion, Healthy Diet Try-It campaign to 
snickers, Macdonalds and Puma, who have a more commercial interest in the game. Yet the 
base of the pyramid remains the soccer clubs and they are in crisis up and down the 
country. Perhaps they always have been, each generation faces its own version of these 
problems, but my sense is that as the millennium draws to a close the future of club soccer 
in Australia does hang in the balance. | see little sign of a constructive debate about the way 
forward. For one thing is certain, in the post-David Hill era, we cannot go back to what may 
have served tolerably well in the past at club, as well as at national, level. 


= . 
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Time to catch 'The Wave' ?? 
One of the very few positives to come out of the whole Oceania shambles recently is the 
new Oceania FC publication appropriately titled "The Wave". 

SU copped a copy in its P O Box the other day and we can report that it is a godsend for 
anybody who is interested in the various competitions going on throughout the Pacific. 
‘Until now we have had to rely on sketchy reports via World Soccer and fanzines such as 
Sitter!, but it seems that Charlie, Josephine and Co are starting to realise the benefits of a bit 
of self-promotion. 

They could use a bit of help in the writing department however, it seems. The lead article on 
Page 1 begins 
“The leading soccer teams of the Pacific will converge in Brisbane in northern 
Queensland from September..." 

That's what can happen when you get your magazines printed in Hong Kong, but don't let 
that put you off chasing a copy. 


SS a a fe ees ce te see mmr mm oc “ty ee in ers ce ee ee ee 


a “sitter!"-Issue 29 now available. 
Kiwi fans unite!,World Cup refs are rated and the fortunes of the Ngaruawahai United are 
brought to by our N.Z. cousins in this months "Sitter! Just send $A5.00 to- 


Bruce Holloway, 11 Thames St, Hamilton, New Zealand 
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Please don't forget! The deadline for contributions to S.U.34 is November 5". 
All articles, letters, etc are guaranteed to be treated with equal respect! 





A (slightly dated) interview with Basil Scarsella 
Some months ago we received a transcript of an interview with the then SocAus Vice- 
Chairman Basil Scarsella. The interview was conducted by Neil Kerley (NK) and Graham 
Cornes (GC) of Adelaide radio station SAA, during their drive-time sports show soon after 

the 1997 Confederations Cup. With Scarsella's elevation to the (op job, and Australia's 
failure to qualify for next year's tournament in Mexico, it is perhaps pertinent to reprint a 
large portion of that interview. 


GC: __...he's been given the responsibility by Soccer Australia to negotiate these toumament 
payments he joins us now. Basil, it was fascinating to see the dramas the players and Soccer 
Australia had over the payments. Can you just tell us how serious that was. | mean, did the press 
perhaps make it more important than it appeared to be? 

BS: Graham it was serious and in lots of ways it was a pleasarl problem to have because the 
first time in a long time Australia was actually playing for some prize money Traditionally very 
rarely do we play for pnze-money. Whenever there is an intemational over a four year penod, 
which is a World Cup campaign, we would, play forty intemationals or there abouts and only one or 
two in fact make money for us. The rest cost us money for a Jot of reasons, whether they be 
expenses for us to travel overseas or indeed to pay for other teams lo corne over here. In the past 
that's what we've had to do- pay for other teams to come over here, quality teams to at least to 
play against us. 


GC: | guess what you had here was a group of players who for the first time saw a significant 
amount of money, their performances determined whether you won il or not, and they wanted a 
share of it. 

BS: Absolutely right. In a nutshell. 


GC: Do you think they were being greedy? 

BS: Ohno, / think we've all been there in some form or another. | think you can understand and 
/ cerfainly can understand where the players were coming from. You know you're playing for 
substantial prize money and at the end of fhe day these players have pul perhaps their 
professional careers at stake whether it will be the Australian based players or indeed the overseas 
based players because whenever they play for Australia in fact it probably costs them money 
rather than make them money. Bul we understand that at the end of the day it's just not for money. 
They are playing for their country but they need to be adequately rewarded Hs simple as that. 


NK: It's a difficult one to just know how to handle it 

BS: Well, from Soccer Australia's perspective we need to reach a balance which enables the 
organisation Soccer Australia to operate over the next four years and that is to fund not only the 
Socceroos but also the under 17s, under 20s and Olympic tearn as 4 sort of four year cycle as well 
as fhe Socceroos. So while you know I'd love for us fo be in a position fo give the players all the 
prize-money reality says that funds are not in abundance and we need to reach) (he night balance 
between rewarding the players but managing the organisation properly 


GC: Can you tell us now what the players have been rewarded with for thei 

performances in Saudi Arabia? 

BS: Yeah, just in very broad numbers. If a player has been involved throughout the Confederation 
Cup, including two games against New Zealand 12 months ago, two games against Tahiti, and 
then went to the Confederation Cup over the last couple of weeks, (hey would have made close 
enough to say $40000, 


NK: So that’s not a lot., 
BS: Given what we've agreed now ([o pay (he players in ferms of pnzo-money 
That includes a share of the pnze-money. 
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GC Are they happy with that? Some of these guys are eaming hundreds and 

thousands of dollars aren't they? 

BS That's right. This is straight out of the Confederation Cup. We gained about $2 million 
Australian of which you know we are going to give approximately half back to the players. Then you've 
yot expenses associated with playing Tahiti and New Zealand, both home and away, | mean the 
crowds were insignificant for both those games and so you need fo add two, three, four hundred 
thousand dollars cost because every time a team goes away as you guys would understand you know 
it's a $100,000 plus. 


GC: What about the rumours and | can only say rumours that Soccer Australia is in some sort of 
financial problem. Can you tell us the situation in that regard? 

8S: Yeah absolutely, | mean, | can tell you the situation, We're not in any financial problems but 
neither are we flush with cash and | think that applies to most other sporting organisations. At least, 
we need to manage our intemational programmes because that's where the large expenditure is, we 
need that programme very carefully and at the same time we need fo strive to increase our revenue. 


GC: Could the Socceroos have been better prepared to play Iran? | think Alex Tobin said he 
thought the Socceroos were not well enough prepared to play Iran. 

BS: Oh Graham, I'm not the coach. We employed what | believe is one of the best coaches in the 
world and we said to him ‘you've got the resources you need, you've got the best Australian players 
available you design the programme that will get us to the World Cup. So, never at any stage did we 
say "No we can't play a warm up game because that will cost us too much money". That was a nsk we 
took mind you, from that perspective' because it was an expensive campaign but the 85,000 people 
that we got at the MCG when we played Iran offset that expense. 


NK: Basil, a hard question. It's looking ahead a little bit | think, we've got a big game, Socceroos 
versus Japan here(in Adelaide). Now with this payment structure that's been sorted out with the 
players do you feel that the European players say "No I'm unavailable because the money's not good 
enough."? 

BS: ‘ That's always a risk and Soccer Australia needs to be fair in how it sort of behaves with its 
players. | mean, these guys are full-time professionals. That's their living. FIFA have got rules which in 
some ways force the players to represent their country. Take the example of what's just happened for 
(he last month. The players have been away for the last 4-5 weeks, away from their clubs and nsk not 
regaining their club places back in Europe. To play a tournament in February that you guys just falked 
about, we can be reasonable as to whether we enforce the rule, Given that it is a fnendly toumament, 
it's more difficult, Or we are reasonable about it and make sure the players are available on selected 
times during the year when the're not committed to their clubs. 


GC: Basil, tell us about this four nations tournament in February. 

BS: Our task was how do we keep going the momentum that was going out of the Iran game and 
the Confederations Cup. | think playing against countries such as Chile, South Korea and Japan who 
are all World Cup qualifiers and all ranked, | think | saw some ranking in the top 30 in the wortd. It's 
probably the ideal way to say to the Australian public “Here's a team that came within a whisker of 
qualifying for the World Cup and gained enormous respect throughout the world by it's performances 
in the Confederations Cup", and therefore give the Australian public, and more importantly the 
Adelaide public, an opportunity to have a look at those players, 


GC: Basil, there's another way of looking at this isn't there? We are in the Olympic tournament in 
the year 2000 we are qualified and we don't need to play any lead up games. Should we now be 
concentrating on that under 23 team, the team that will be representing Australia and forget the 
Socceroos? They had their chance we didn't get there, would that not be a better strategy’ 

BS: Yeah Graham, once a coach always a coach. | agree with you. Now we should be 
concentrating on the Olympic team we need to look at the players coming through. Whether they 
should be a given a chance, again that's a call for Terry Venables... 


“ 


“News From The Capital” 





From Nick Guoth. 


Another season has passed and another season is upon us. The local league finished with a bang 
when more than 2,500 fans packed into the AIS Athletics pitch to see the Premier Leaque grand finals. 
Now there's hope for more than double this when the Canberra Cosmos commence their 1998/99 
Ericsson Cup campaign with the first match at the revamped Bruce Stadium 


Before | get to the Cosmos and what has settled as the team, I'll just review the latest from the local 
scene with all the final results. The Grand Finals were held on two seperate weekends. The State 
League GFs on Saturday September 12th and the Premier Leaque GFs on Saturday and Sunday 
the following week. 


Premier League Division 1 was, in a word, Belconnen. They won the [irst grade 2-0 over Olympic, the 
Under 23's 2-1 over Juventus and the Youth grade 3-2 over the University of Canberra. 


In Premier League Division 2, it was ANU versus Burns Club in both First grade and Reserve grade. 
ANU took out the main event 2-1 whilst Bums Club won 4-1 in the Reserves. The latter result was 
significant as the ANU team was undefeated through the season until this game 


The State League is broken into 4 Divisions plus Masters. In Division 1 Belwest, headed by Greg 
Brown, coach of the Australian Women's team and Alan Reis, also heavily involved with the AWSA, 
easily accounted for Belconnen 4-1. Belwest had an even easier run in Division 2 when their opponents 
forfeited the match owing to a wedding! Division 3 saw Belwest go down 4-1 to Weston Creek whilst in 
Division 4 Harmonie defeated Belconnen 3-0. Finally, in the Masters Canberra Cily defeated White 
Eagles 2-1. 


The Premier League 1 Grand Finals were all held together at the AIS AllNelics fields, A very healthy 
crowd came to see an excellent clash of two in form teams. Belconnen were certainly not the better 
side, but just knew how to put the ball away when it mattered. 


The local season is now over, so the Canberra soccer fratemity is looking forward to the Cosmos 
playing another season in the Ericsson Cup competition. Actually, they are hoping that the team can 
perform just that bit better than over the last two seasons when they finished dead last each time. 


The broom has been put through everything, absolutely everything, Rale Rasic is still there after having 
taken over as caretaker coach but only 7 players remain from the fateful team of last season. In comes 
a whole new squad, In comes a new Captain, and the youngest in the Leaque, Ivan Zelic, 


In comes a whole new management team to run the office. In comes a new logo and with it new 
merchandising and new outfits. But more importantly, a new attitude. 


Sure, we have seen all this before, but the players are being treated as professionals instead of just 
being called them. The home ground for training is Deakin Oval and the place has seen a bit of a refit. 
Lockers have been placed in the dressing room and a room for team discussions, called the ‘chapel’, 
has been created by the Canberra Deakin club. The players are fed the right food and train the right 
amount. What's now left is for them to perform on the field. 


A club that is cash strapped has to rely on the strength and will of its players and the Cosmos is a 
perfect example of this. The feeling of the team is certainly a lot better than last year. There are a 
number of players still trialling as | write this, two new ones just last night, but the starting eleven is 
taking shape. 








In goals will be the giant, Vilson Knezevic and just in front of him as a sweeper more now, 
but hopefully intending to move forward as a libero, will be Amarildo from Portugal. Rale will 
be playing a back four with two wing backs, both of whom will be the fittest players on the 
team. They are most likely Harry James and Doug Marcina. In the middie of defence will be 
two of Danny Burt, Toplica Popovich and Lindsay Wilson. 


The engine of the team, the midfield is the area where the hottest competition for spots is 
occuring. Here we have the likes of Ivan Zelic and Michael Musitano as the most likely 
Starters with one of a number to fill the third spot, including vice-captain, Norman Kelly. One 
other player who may be a chance, but is fighting a knee injury is Slovakian import Michael 
Hudek. If he plays, it will complete an excellent midfield. 


Up front is where the problems have been, and here Rale is concentrating a lot of his efforts. 
Peter Buljan, who played last year with the team, in not only back, but has locked himself as 
a Starter. The other spot will most likely go to Anthony Magnacca, but Nick Mrda, who is just 
tnalling now is also a show. 


The one difference between this team and those of past years is the bench, or should | say 
the depth of the team. The recruits who make up the squad have provided Rale with any 
number of players in different positions lo cover when either injury or suspension poses a 
problem. 


To help this bench and more looking towards the future, Rale has signed a few players as 
apprentices, These include Oscar Zamora, Geoff Howarth and talented goalkeeper, Angelo 
Konstantinou. 


With the major changes to Bruce Stadium there has also been good and bad news for the 
fans. The good news is that they will be much, much closer to the action and the atmosphere 
for the players will be better. The bad news is that owing to re-surfacing of the stadium two 
matches will be moved from home games to away games. 


As | write this, the Perth game on November 8th has been lost to Perth, meaning that the 
Cosmos will travel to Perth twice. The November 22nd game against Melboume Knights will 
also most likely be lost, although there is still some hope for a possible swap of home/away 
games or, as someone suggested to me, playing the game in Albury! 
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Egos? What eqos? 
It was interesting to hear Raul Blanco response to a suggestion that Australian soccer's 
progress at international level may be hampered by ‘too many egos’. As Raul correctly 
pointed out, a country that ahsn't qualified for the World Cup in 24 years has no right to an 
ego. 


We know we're broke but.... 

Was there any need to employ the band that, er, performed at the Ericsson Cup Launch? 
In recent years SocAus functions have been quite reasonable affairs in terms of 
entertainment, but what was served up at this year’s launch was pretty laughable. 

If the footage we saw on Sports Australia's ‘Soccer Central’ program is any indication, we're 
glad we missed it this year! That trombone solo had me heading for the kitchen.... 


The Farr Post - Issue 24, October 1998 Out Now!! 
Catch all the latest news from our tropical friends. How will the Strikers go this season? 
Need a comprehensive report on the Fourex Play-Off series? 
Still only $2.00 from Tony Moran at- 
Sportsprint, P O Box 478, Bulimba, Qld 4171. 
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AWSA National Youth Championships 


The AWSA National Youth Championships were held at the the Elizabeth Soccer Club in 
Adelaide, Sth Oz between September 6-12. 

One casual observer suggested that last year's finalists, Victoria and the ACT were likely to 
meet once again in the final, but neither side threatened to repeat history after the Vics had 
beaten the ACT in the opening match of the tournament. 

In fact it was the hosts who set the early pace, and they surprised many by clinching a berth in 
the final before their last round-robin match. This was a crucial factor, with SA fielding a below- 
strength team in their final round-robin match against NSW, who needed to win to assure 
themselves of finishing in second spot. 4-0 within twenty minutes, the result was never in doubt. 


Final standings: SA 15, NSW 14, NNSW 13, VIC 10, QLD 6, ACT 3, WA 0 


The Final 

Jessica Halfpenny is one of those very few people who can take at least one soccer memory 
to the grave. Scoring the only goal of the game just seconds before the end of extra-time in any 
final is pretty special (© Bruce McAveney) but to clinch your state's first ever National Womens 
Youth Championship in the process is just sensational (© Bruce McAveney), Not a bad way to 
end her tournament, given she'd already scored two hat-tricks during the week. Over to you, 
Bruce... 





South Australia 1 “Jessica Halfpenny 90 | 
New South Wales 0 


Most Valuable Player: Louise Bisby (Vicoria) 
Fair Play Award: Queensland 


Following the championships, Assistant National Coach/National Youth Coach Chns Tanzey 
selected a squad of 16 to tour Holland and gain experience for possible inclusion in either the 
1999 World Cup team or the 2000 Olympic team. 


The squad: 

Rachel ALLEY (NNSW), Tracy Baker (NNSVV), Louisa BISBY (VIC), Megan BOND (QLD), 
Joanne BUTLAND (QLD), Danielle CLARKE (NSW), Kelly GOLEGIOWSKI (NSW), Jessica 
HALFPENNY (SA), Peita-Claire HEPPERLIN (ACT), Tal KARP (WA), Cassandra KELL (NSW), 
Kate McShea (QLD), Kimberly MORRIS (SA), Amanda PARKER (NSW), Danileel SMALL 
(NNSW), Amy Wilson (ACT) 
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Ansett Australian Summer Series - 1998/99. 


The Ansett series will kick-off on the weekend of November 7-8 in Canberra where teams will 
once again compete in a round-robin tournament in various states before a final next February, 
Only five teams will be competing this year, with Victoria absent for reasons a little too complex 
to go into here, and with recriminations firing in all directions it would be a little unwise for us to 
shoot our mouth off before cross-examining a few witnesses. 


Today North Korea, Tomorrow the World (Cup)? 


Congratualtions are in order for the Matildas after they clinched a 1-0 series win over North 
Korea in very trying conditions in early September. All matches were played in front of excellent 
crowds, with the third game of the series proving decisive after the opening two matches both 
hinished in goalless draws. It took 252 minutes for the series to find a goal, but when it came it 
was worth waiting for with Julie Murray firing home from 20 metres. 

But if national coach Greg Brown was pleased with the way his team responded to the 
adverse conditions both on and off the pitch, the question again needs to be asked as to why 
they went in the first place. The Oceania qualifiers for next year’s Worid Cup being played in 
New Zealand, with the World Cup to be held in the USA. Why would we spend a considerable 
amount of money on a three match series in a country where conditions are unlikely to be 
encountered on our route to the WC? 


The 20 member squad to contest the Oceania qualifiers was announced on September 29 
with just two changes to the squad which toured North Korea, Australia is in Pool B with Papua 
New Guinea and American Samoa and should have few problems progressing to the semi finals 
where they are certain to meet either Samoa or Fiji. 

All matches will be played at Mt Smart Stadium, Auckland, and if all goes according to plan, 
Australia should meet New Zealand in the final on Saturday, October 17 at 2pm. And that's 
where it might get sticky. Qualification for next year's World Cup is crucial when it comes to 
government funding, so there is every incentive for the women to do what our men couldn't. 


Win or lose, there's top class soccer on the way.... 

The inaugural Australia Cup, a four-nations tournament, will feature the Matilda, Italy, Canada 
and Holland. Both the Italians and Canadians (Canadiennes?) have already qualified for next 
year's World Cup, 

The Australia Cup will run from December 3-14 and will follow the traditional round-robin format 
with double-headers. More details next issue. 


On the domestic front.... 

Victoria clinched the National Senior Championship in September, winning all five round-robin 
matches and then seeing off Queensland 3-0 in the final. Confirmation of their dominance 
armived with the announcement of the All-Star team - SIX Victorians were in the starting eleven. 
Tournament MVP was not a Victorian, however. Step forward Tasmanian goalkeeper Carolyn 
Lynch, who conceded just 13 goals in five matches in a side which finished on the bottom 
without a point. There /S justice in soccer somethimes... 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


Now that Australian soccer has completely lost the plot, it is even more important 
to have a forum for your frustrations, beefs, whinges, etc. So if you are reading this in 
your mates copy, or one you found on a desk, you may be letting the entire Oz soccer 

scene down. 
This can be rectified immediately by sending a cheque/ money 
order to: 
Studs Up, P O Box 53, Oakleigh Sth, 3167 


A18.00for 6 issues or12 issues for $A32.00 


Subsenbe now before we draw a complete Blanko!!! 





The Studs Up 1998/99 


Captain 97/98 Willmyclub Will my club 
win the title? make the finals? 


Will the coach — 
get the arse : 
before season's 


Ericsson Cup Preview 





Barring injury Whoismostlikely Who is likely Barring injury, 1 
, ene who is likely to spit the dummy to cop the most who should finish 
Alex = 3rd No Yes No to win PoY award? andpissoffto red/yellow cards? top scorer? 
Tobin hs a : another club | = 
Manfred Branko 10th Medi High Highly Highly Damian Mori Milan lvanovic Brad Armour Damian Mori Adelaide City 
schaefer Milosevic possibility likely unlikel | _ Z | 
John Glen 12th Definitelynot = Probably not Hopefully not - Branko Milosevic Hamilton Thorp Alex Kusmanovic Hamillon Thorp [Adelaide Sharks 
_Kosmina_ Gwynne we — not | 
Rale Ivan 14th Excuse me? Doulttul No ; Kasey Wehrman lan Brusasco Steve Labutt — Andy Harper Brisbane 
Rasic Zelic aul _. : 4 
Eddie Andrew 2nd = Fair chance Yes Vilson Knezevic Rale Rasic ivan Zelic Michael Musitano |Canberra | 
Kmcevic Marth as a S | 
Stuart tbn 11th Possibly Andrew Marth Joe Tricarico Lubo Lapsansky Moreira 
Munro | 
Frank Brad Sth Yes Will Hastie Levy Osman Manny Golis Archie Thompson |Gippsland | 
Farina Maloney = z 
vid Ante wih @ No, no, no Pan Kuen Kim Francis Awaritefe Dominic Longo Sean Babic Marconi 
Horvat Kovacevic little luck ital sha ; : be 
Lee Shane we live Cou; ~ Tom Pondeljak Zeljko Susa AnleKovacevic  TomPondeljak | Melb Knights 
slerre' Pryce in hope —— 
Graham Robbie Yes Shane Pryce Bob Callin Todd McManus § John Buonavoglia  |Newcastle 
Arnold Slater a ie 
Bernd Gareth no Yes Robbie Slater 777 Luke Casserley Clayton Zane —__|Nth Spirit 
stange —_——sdNavern 2 ae | 
Ange rou ai dc Gavin Wilkinson Troy Halpin Vinko Buljubasic Bobby Despotovski [Perth Glory 
Postecogiou Trimboli 2 —— | 
Branko Peter Always! neways! ai Paul Trimboli “Tansel Baser Goran Lozanovski John Anastasiadis §|South Melb 
Culina Tsekenis a | 
Presid Maybe No Brett Emerton Adrian Gerbinski Adem Poric Pablo Cardozo |Sydney Olympic 
upresak | 2 | 
| Nick Mathew ves No Nathan Day Walter Ardone  VelimirKupresak § Anyone'sGuess! [Sydney Utd | 
___|Theodorakopoulos Horsley | = 
Matt Horsley Sebastian Sinozic Robbie Stanton Kosta Salapisidis [Wollongong 


The, er, experts select..... 
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a list of websites to check out 





Adelaide City:? 7777 
Adelaide Sharks:?7°777 


Brisbane:www.brisbanesinkers.com 


Canberra:?77?77? 


Cariton:www.caritonsoccer,.com. au 
Gippsiand:www.gippslandfalcons.com.au/ 
Marconi:www.clubmarconi.com.au/ 
Melbourne Knights:?777? 
Newcastle:www.breakers.com.au 
Norther Spirit:www.northernspirit.com,au 
Perth Glory:www.perthglory.com.au 


South Melbourne:www.ozemail.com.au/~smlakers/index, html 
Sydney Olympic:?7777 


Sydney United:www.sydneyunited.com.au 
Wollongong:www. illawarra.net.au/wolves 





And so you can keep uf with all your favourite clubs latest news, here is 


Some of these are already out of date so you can help us complete the list by sending 
any clues to S.U. All contributions will be gratefully accepted. 




















Dear Studs Up...... 


Tony Moran (Editor, The Farr Post) has some alternatives to a 
National League Second Division- 


lt was interesting to read your article 
"Division Two ?" in last months SU. I've had 
a number of thoughts on the issue myself in 
previous months, so | thought it appropriate 
to commit them to paper, and hopefully 
spark some debate from within your pages. 

There are a number of clubs up here 
(Queensland) who talk constantly about 
either retuming to national league 
(Brisbane's City and Lions), or being 
admitted for the first time (Rochedale 
Rovers and Gold Coast City). Indeed 
Rochedale have visited a number of N.S.L. 
clubs recently, and done a feasibility study 
on the pros and cons of applying for such 
status. At the moment, | gather they are just 
biding their time, but they have connections 
In the right offices, and the financial 
infrastructure in place to be able to support 
such a move. 

But your article on a national second 
division regenerated some thoughts that | 
have been having of late, after discussions 
with some of the clubs mentioned above. 
Maybe they would not be able to finance a 
full season in the N.S.L., but the odd game 
here and there, would at least allow them to 
gauge themselves against other inter-state 
teams. 

With this in mind | have come up with a 
couple of options... 

Firstly, how about a national inter-state 
club challenge competition ? All clubs 
entering must be from the premier 
competition in their state (since some of us 
do not have a true “state league"), and have 
a minimum amount of dollars in the coffers. 
Depending on how many applicants the 
competition attracted, it could be organised 
either as a straight knockout competition on 
a two-leg basis; or if we are adventurous 
enough, create a Euro-Champions League 
type structure, with (initially) four groups of 
four playing six 
games apiece in the group stages, followed 
by a Knockout for the top two from each 
group. This would allow some of the top 
Queensland clubs (as mentioned above) to 
compete against the top clubs from other 
States - those named in your SU31 article. 





A second option would be to create a 
similar competition for both national league 
and state leaque clubs. In the past we have 
had the Johnny Walker Cup competition, 
which (as far as Queensland is concemed) 
has been used to pit the local champions 
against the Brisbane Strikers. With the two 
seasons not running in parallel, it is feasibly 
the only time when beth national and state 
league clubs have overlapping playing 
seasons. 

However the problem of some players 
being at their pre-season peak fitness 
competing against those jaded after a long 
local season rears its ugly head, and the 
level playing field becomes lopsided in 
favour of the national league clubs. This 
option, however, seems to defeat the object 
of playing state league clubs against each 
other, as they may be knocked out by a 
national league side before being able to 
compete against inter-state opposition. 

A third option, and possibly the favourite, 
would be to hold a mini-toumament in one 
centre towards the end of the state-league 
season. The top two or three from each 
state would be invited to a nominated 
location, and split into four groups of four 
(as suggested above) or in some other 
format. Again this would allow state league 
opposition to compete against each other 
and gauge standards, and would work out 
cheaper than the first option, 

The above options are just ideas that | 
have had over recent months. The 
distances involved in this vast country would 
make it financially impossible, at this stage, 
for state league clubs to travel inter-state on 
a regular basis, However, they must be 
encouraged lo compete against quality 
opposition from other stales, or else they 
will get stale as has happened up here to a 
number of clubs. There is a huge gulf in 
playing standards and financial 
requirements between national and state 
competitions, so we must take one step at a 
time. Any one of the options above, would 
allow competition between similar ranked 
clubs withoul breaking the bank, 

Cheers, Tony Moran 








The Professional Club? 


Remember last month and the “Moody Blues"??? 
David Arnold gives us more evidence for the prosecution!! 


Dear S.U, 

Cariton was the first fully professional club in the NSL (old habits die hard). From the coach 
to the fitness advisor down all are full-time pros and deserving of such. But the on-field 
professionalism is undermined by the incredible lack of business sense off it. 

The record transfer involving 2 Australian clubs, is (| think) Halpin from Newcastle to Glory, 
for a 6 figure sum. Given that previous, would you consider the reigning Player of the Year 
to approach or even better that fee? 

Not at Carton. Kresimir Marusic - still under contract - moved back north for just.$35,000, 

A strong rumour has Lou Sticca, Carlton GM, helping Keko get a better contract at Spirit 
than he had at Carlton! 

Then there is Daniel Allsopp. Danny was sent to the Port Melboume Sharks "on a loan 
deal". Imagine our surprise then when Danny went to Manchester, scored a hattrick and 
persuaded Joe Royle to lash out all of $15,000 for him. Port Melbourne got it, we got a 
percentage, 

The THING about Daniel is he is fast, big and strong. Hindsight is too easy, but don't you 
think he'd be tailor made for the English/German game? Well maybe not good enough for 
the German league. But still | quess if Middleby and Juric can make it there... 

"Shitty is their name, Shitty is their name" 
Trajkovski. Intemational. Double GF appearance._$£20,000. 
Jonesy. Free Agent. "The door is padlocked", Sticca on Jonesy. 

What sort of fee will we get for Colosimo, Bresciano and Grella on the above evidence? 
We do dare not hold our breath. But we do hope that fraud in Australian footie will be made 
a compulsory subject for any accounting degree. 

Across the river, they know what they're about. Damianos was sold for about 300k, and 
officials state Baser’s price is 7 figures! They won't get 7 figures but they'll get a truckload of 
folding stuff, 

Michael Watson and Darren Welch, Team manager and fitness advisor were red carded. 
Both received high praise from the players, and were said to be the difference between the 
GF and also-ran. We can only wonder why then were a new fitness advisor and Team 
manager were appoinied a few weeks ago. Maybe Carlton didn't want to pay them over the 
break? 

Also saying goodbye were Adrian Cervinski, Branko Bacak and Andy Vargas. Cervinski 
hardly got a game whilst the two youngsters were unable to break into the team. Cervinski, 
mind, only had about 60 goals in 160 games. The treatment of Cervinksi and Jonesy has 
raised many an eyebrow and we only can wonder what they did (or didn't do) to deserve it. 

AS we prepare to embark upon our 2nd season, the attack is two virtual rookies (Josifovski 
and Moreira) and Viahos, who prefers playing in midfield. 

A recent trip to Optus Oval and | spy with my little eye! A capacity crowd? Terracing on the 
open side of the pitch? Did somebody say pitch? You're kidding me aren't you... NO? Vhat 
the acaladat | 

We fear that the prime reason it went down was so a 43-yo Pakistani leg-spinner would 
drag in about 50 more people to see Carlton district take on the likes of University and 
Richmond. 

A member of the Cariton Cricket Club told me the cricketers would be happy playing on the 
oval just to the south ‘of the main ground, as long "somebody" built a new pavillon. Simon 
Colosimo is probably what they have in mind. 

With CSC playing on Sunday this season, there will be some scheduling conflicts with the 
cricketers, who usually play on Sunday after Christmas. Carlton play their first 3 games at 
home, probably a double entendre to build up support, and secondly, avoid the cricketers, 
who can be nasty with their bats. 

With CSC officials looking to sell 49% of the equity, this season shapes up as the maker or 
breaker. We can only hope that the Melbourne soccer community comes out to support the 
club, No longer is "It isn't as good as England" acceptable. You either support the league or 


you don't. 





Dear SU, 

After attending the abysmal performance by 
lhe Socceroos in their Confederation Cup 
qualifying match last Sunday, | feel that | 
should write to express my feelings - and, 
(hose of some of the Queensland supporters 
that | have spoken to since. Apart from one or 
two, the players seemed to think that all they 
had to do was turn up to guarantee the win. 


The Kiwis, to their credit, came with a game 
plan, and a more determined will to win. With 
about twenty minutes to play a friend turned to 
me and said “they won't score in a month of 
Sundays", and | had to agree. Maybe it's our 
Queensland bias, but Kasey Wehrman stood 
out, head and shoulders above any other 
player in the green and gold. That was a 
unanimous decision come full-time, and the 
fact that he had a hand in their goal, and 
couldn't walk, let alone run, for the last fifteen 
minutes should not detract from the fact that 
he gave everything he had on the night. 








Paul Trimboli often had to come deep to 
pick up the ball, and there's no disputing 
Damian Mori's class, but the rest seemed just 
happy to be out there - except in the last ten 
minutes when they suddenly realised - all too 
late - that this game was beyond them, and 
Panic set in. 


It must be time lo clear the decks - Blanco, 
Scheinflug, and any other "old boys" - must 
g9, and let's get some young blood in to start 
all over again. We're at the lowest point now, 
so let's build with @ young coaching staff, 
young players, and aim at 2002, and 2006. 

Let's have an Australian coach, with no 
ethnic ties (if that's possible), and allow him 
to learn as he goes along. | won't start 
throwing names around, for we all know who 
these people are, but let's do it now, before 
the rest of the world dies laughing at us ! 
Cheers 
Tony Moran 


Dear Charlie. (not quite near $.U. but well worth the read. 
Paul Harley, assistant editor and photographer for ‘The Farr Post' felt compelled to fax 
Charlie Dempsey over the inadequate media arrangements for the Oceania Cup. His 
fax is re-printed below, and he assures us he'll let us know the outcome... 


| wish to protest in the strongest possible 
terms that my application for media 
accreditation for the Oceania Football 
Confederation Nations Cup games has been 
refused, 

| applied for accreditation as a freelance 
photographer last week, via the Queensland 
Soccer Federation Media Liaison Officer, Mr. 
Moms McGiffin. | hold a current Australian 
News Syndicate media pass as a freelance 
photographer. In the past | have had photos 
and illustrated articles published by Australian 
and British Soccer Weekly and Eye on Soccer 
(the QSF official magazine), and photos in 
Soccer Intemational, Currently | am 
photographer and assistant editor of The Farr 
Post, a monthly local fanzine published here in 
Brisbane by Sports Print. 

| learned on Wednesday from Mr. McGiffin 
that my application had been refused, because 
| was operating as a freelance, and it was OFC 
policy only to admit mainstream media. On 
taking this up with the OFC, | was told that this 
was not the case, and they were keen to 
encourage as much media attendance and 
coverage.as possible. The employee | spoke to 


Said she would look into my application, and try 
to assist me in obtaining accreditation. 


Today | found out thal accreditation has still not 


been granted. | have been unable to ascertain a 
definitive reason for this. However, | was told by 
OFC employees that the final decision rests with 
Mr. McGiffin. This, of course, was contrary to 
what he told me on Wednesday. 


The only conclusion | can logically come to is 


that | have been refused accreditation due to my 
association with The Farr Post/Sports Print, 
which has frequently been critical of QSF policies 
and decisions. If this is so, | find this attitude 
petty in the extreme. | also find it strange that an 
administrator of an Australian state federation 
can have the final suy over media attendance at 
an Oceania Football Confederation organised 
(and hence FIFA approved) competition. 
Stranger still that media presence should be 
discouraged, when the game in this part of the 
world requires all the media interest and publicity 
it can get. 


In conclusion, | would like to again register my 


extreme disappointment at not being granted 
media accreditation for this event. 


Dear S.U. (sort of) 


Date: Thursday, October 08, 1998 5:34 AM 

| opened the Telegraph in the Sydney Ansett Golden Wing Lounge today (| 
wouldn't actually pay for the tabloid) and lo and behold there is a big spread from our 
correspondent Julian "Club hopper" Farrell. Fair enough, it was in the letters section, 
but it got top billing with banner headlines and was a large article to boot. Now, | do 
not always agree with Julian's stand on certain issues, but this article was actually 
well written and promoted soccer very well. Top marks, Julian! Any chance you can 
reproduce it verbatim here Julian? 


Yes, sure. I'm very happy it got printed (conspiracy theory, | think not Edmundo!) but | am 
very bifter about how the "Terror" editors mutilated some of the most poinfed parts of my 
letter. |was having a subtle swipe at rugby league but the Murdoch protectorate had to scrap 


that. 
Here is the article (unadulterated by Murdoch and co...). 


"Now that the winter sports have well and truly finished for the year it is time for the 
disceming Sydney sports fan to find something new to watch. Many former rmigby league 
fans are disillusioned at a game where egos and selfishness have taken precedence over 


from pride and loyalty. 


This especially becomes true on the northside of the harbour in the light of the North 
sydney Bears rugby league team opting out and heading up the highway to Gosford. The 
people of the northside, having been considered not good enough for a professional sporting 
club, now have a very exciting new side to follow,the Northern Spint FOOTBALL club (ie 
“soccer” to the non-initiated.) 


For once Australian "soccer" will be able to compete with other sports head on. Unlike 
many other clubs in Australia's Ericcson Cup competition we will be catering to not just 
people of one ethnic background but the greater community at large-multiculturalism in its 
purest form. And when promted properly 'soccer has an atmosphere and passion few sports 
can match. 


And by the looks of things the Spint will be right up there on the field with leaders in 
inaugural season. Calling internationally renowned stars back from overseas of the calibre of 
of Graeme Amold, lan Crook and Robbie Slater is a coup for Australian domestic soccer. 
Added to this there will be local talent such as Luke Casserley, Gabriel Mendez and Peter 
Blazincic on show each week. So Friday nights at North Sydney Oval should never be dull. | 
personally am really looking forward to it. 


After the trials and tribulations of being a supporter of Australian soccer (not exactly aided 
by the horrible performance by our national team against New Zealand) it is reassuring to 
see somebody take the bit between their teeth and take on the other codes head on. 
Professional both on and off the pitch,the Spirit will finally be able to show the greater 
sydney public why so many people around the world are so besotted by the code most of 
the worid knows simply as football, 


sydney people have shown that rugby leaque is on the nose. They also have shown that 
they want to watch only the best. They should go to North Sydney Oval and see what all 
commotion is about! And watch the rugby leaque chief executives quiver as soccer starts to 
flex its muscles in this city with juniors that would have the so-called "greatest game of all" 
crying in their beer." 


The whole last paragraph was left out, As well as the last sentence of the second last. 
These were the most poignant in the whole letter. Talk about a watering down! 


JF. 
a 


Finally.....an anonymous report arrived which we felt 
obliged to print. 


Dear S.U, 


Thought you might like to know that |, along with a disappointingly small hundred and fifty or so others, 
went along to the inner-city greyhound stadium Wentworth Park to see the well-louted trial game between 
super League semi-finalists Easter Suburbs and unbeaten Northem Spirit on Sunday. 


The occasion was an interesting one for a number of reasons. The game was advertised in soccer 
weekly (35 year old photos and advertising layouts to die for) and mentioned in the Herald, but the 
published admission price of $10 almost certainly scared many would-be spectators off, When will they 
everleam? For there are lessons to be leamed from this exercise if anyone cares to listen, Some of us 
were lucky enough or resourceful enough to pass through the gales wilhoul paying, press passes and a 
smile taking care of a friendly pair of gate officials. But for those who coughed up, it was a rank 
disappointment. 


The host club Eastem Suburbs had obviously hoped for a good tummout, though notoriously poorly 
Supported themselves. They had surely Imagined that they could cash in on the Spint's pulling power and 
ihe new club's reported good attendances to date. Easts went to the trouble of producing an 8 page 
colour programme which doubled as an end-of-season review. It was handed out free for those who 
noticed it at the gate or took the trouble to ask, but it was, frankly, an embarrassment. It was riddled with 
spelling mistakes and inaccuracies and the so-called player-profiles were more thurmb-nall clippings than 
thumb- nail sketches. Reminded me of the pirate programmes the hawkers Iry to fob off on unsuspecting 
supporters outside football grounds in England. Instance, the description for Scott Ollerenshaw. Quoted 
verbatum it was "Socceroo:U 20 Youth International’ The cover picture could have come from almost 
anywhere, but had no connection with elther club or even Australian soccer, God knows where they lifted 
sg one from! The public showed once again that they are not the mugs the administrators take them 
or. 


Easts were without five regulars and had assembled the side in a hurry as (he Season actually finished 
three weeks earlier. Spint were without Gabriel ‘ChiChi' Mendez, still out with & long term injury, Robbie 
Slater, hurt in his own back garden, he told me and Ollerenshaw was recovering from an operation. 


For various other reasons Bilokapic, Amold, Bosmar and the new keeper Blazencic were also absent. 
Before the game | thought it would be a good idea to find out the names from the team sheet but 
apparently there wasn'l one. Does anyone care? Even in NSW when the lower division clubs hold trials 
they insist on team sheets for the referees to use, if nothing else. There was an announcer on duty and 
afler hastily asking the coaches for the players names and numbers and scribbling them down it was off 
to see what the announcer had planned on telling the crowd. Nothing, It seemed, and afler consulting my 
trusty notepad | proceeded to garble out the names over the PA. Once, just onee and that was It. No 
substitutions were announced and with Spint persisting with their policy of playing wilh miniscule numbers 
on the front of the shirts and nothing on the back, it was a constant challenge to all spectators to work out 
who was playing. Sound familiar? 


The game itself was described by one shrewd observer as a bore draw until lan Crook let fly with a 
screamer in the 90th minute from fully 35 yards which hil the middle of the net, beating the hapless Adam 
Mark who had come on in goal for Easts a few minutes earlier to replace the faultless Les Bihari. The 
same observer yelled out Thanks a lot, Thal goal cost me ten dollars!’ 


These clubs put on these games, invite the public and then try to milk therm for all they are worth by 
opening the bar and organising an overpriced canteen, don't bother preparing themselves properly by 
finding out who is playing, charge too much to get in and then wonder why So few tum up, Spirit must 
take some of the blame as they could respond to the enthusiasm of their newly recruited supporters by 
providing some reciprocal enthusiasm by way of information at the very least, Shirt numbers are not that 
hard to orgainise, are they? As one prominent person pointed out, Aussie soccer will never advance 
when this kind of attitude prevails 


Don't forget to check out the new interviews on our websitell!!! 
www,ozemail.com.au/~studsup/first1 him! 














1998 NSW Super League 
Top five - Final Standings 


P Ww D L F 
Bonnyrigg W Eagles 22 14 4 4 SI 
Blacktown City 22 13 5 4 46 
Macarthur Rams 22 13 3 6 38 
Canterbury Berries 22 12 4 6 36 
Eastern Suburbs 22 11 4 7 50 





Grand Final - Sunday, Sept 6 at Marconi Stadinm 3:00pm 





Blacktown City Demons 1 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 


Leading scorer - 19 - Steve Karavatakis (Parra) 






Brisbane City 63 


Rochedale Rovers 53 
Brisbane Lions 52 


Ipswich Knights 52 


Grand Final - Saturday, Sept 26 at Perry Park 
Rochedale Rovers 0 
Brisbane Lions 1 





ACT premier league 





Final Table 

P WwW SD D L 
Belconnen United 18 13 4 0 l 
Monaro 18 9 7 0 2 
Canberra Olympic 18 11 2 0 § 
Capital City Suns 18 8 3 | 6 
Grand Final 
Belconnen United2 Matt Whyte, Jason Dunn 
Canberra Olympic 0 
South Australian Premier League 1998 
Final league standings 

P W D L. 

West Torrens Birkalla 18 13 2 a 
Campbelltown City 18 i 3 4 
Croyden 18 9 4 5 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 18 7 3 8 
White Eagle Warriors 18 6 a 7 


Grand Final - Friday Sept 11 
West Torrens Birkalla Eagles 1 Frank Sergi 96 (golden goal) 


Croydon Kings 0 


Pts 
46 
44 
42 
40 
37 


Coach 


Alex Robertson 
Casey de Bruin 


Various state bodies have had their problems in recent years, but the NSW 
federation seemed to break new ground this season. Time for a report as 


GREEN ROVER GOES FERAL 


NSW Soccer has done it again. Clubs are hardly impressed with some of the happenings in 
recent weeks at Super Soccer headquarters where the attempts to counter the weather crisis in the 
State have been close to farcical. Instructions went out on one recent weekend for all grounds to 
be inspected at 12.30 pm, no matter what decisions clubs, referees or councils had already taken, 
either at first light or the previous day, when waterlogged pitches clearly meant no play for match- 
starved fans. 

Some officials defied the Federation and didn't bother turning up for the second inspection at 
lunchtime while others fumed as they wasted their time. Referees, Green Rover later discovered, 
were just as furious and equally rebellious, in many cases defied the controlling body and took the 
obvious course of action in calling games off immediately on arrival at the grounds. 

The outcome? One game in the top three divisions played - on a pitch more suitable for water 
polo - and one other called off, after a club had travelled 150 miles to a game they had been told 
was definitely on, only to be sent back when the council overruled the referee at the ground an 
hour before kick off, 


Games were moved further and further into the future and eventually cancelled, finals series 
were constantly rescheduled and no notice was given to supporters, other than via a 0055 line. 
This, of course, is revenue earning and of no value if the supporter has no inkling of there being a 
problem in the first place. Little wonder that only a handful turned up for the first of the play-offs. 

To cap it all, the Federation's weekly magazine was terminated at newsagencies for the season, 
once there were two blank weekends, on the basis of non profitability and unless you had a team 
involved in the finals you had no chance of seeing any of the remaining issues. 

My suggestion that disappointed individuals contact the Federation's office to obtain a copy was 
frowned upon as only limited copies were available there. There's something wrong there, don't | 
you think? 

So, for regular readers; no season wrap up; no finals series team sheet or profiles; no 
information - in a nutshell and a refusal to provide altemative cover in ABSW, (22 year old photos 
and all) again on the grounds of cost. Now rumblings have begun about the old chestnut, the 
promotion and relegation issue which each year is becoming more and more controversial. 


SUPER LEAGUE SETTLED IN FINAL WEEK 


in NSW Bonnyrigg White Eagles took the title when, in a hastily re-arranged Thursday night 
game at Melita Stadium they beat Parramatta Eagles 4-1 to make it impossible for anyone else to 
catch them. Blacktown City Demons made it to all of the Grand Final grades at Marconi Stadium, 
the first grade against premiers Bonnyrigg. 

It was a tough season for promoted side Ryde City which lost its ground after only a couple of | 
matches due to the appalling state of the pitch. The excellent facility was lost to them for the rest of 
the season and in all probability for ever, thanks to a Rugby Union club which took the (rental and 
bar) money and ran, it now appears in hindsight. They had to make alternative arrangements and 
suffered accordingly, ironically hiring Bonnyrigg's ground to play the future premiers and recording 
their first win against that side, which was a rare highlight. With no suitable ground in the vicinity 
they face a worrying summer getting nearby Macquarie University sports field up to the required 
standard so they can retain the two year development status conferred upn them, 

St George took weeks to record a win as well, while Sutherland eventually got going but 
hovered on the brink for many months. The other promoted club Eastern Suburbs, took an early 
lead, but faded to fifth, while Macarthur had a great year running Bonnyrigg and Blacktown close 
all season, while Canterbury were always up there, but just could not deliver when it mattered at 
the end, 





“ 





Parramatta Eagles disappointed in a closely run top five contest, just being edged out on goal 
difference by Easts. Bankstown were a light of other day and Central Coast were in trouble 
throughout the season and just hung in there. 


The First Division premiers Fairfield Bulls, a go-ahead club representing the Assyrian 
community and with an expanding club membership and multi-million dollar renovations under 
way, are anxious to discover if winning guarantees them promotion. ms 

Their concem is based on two rumours. One, Bonnyrigg have according to a Fairfield source 
written to the Federation to register their disapproval of another club only two miles away Joining 
their division. Two, there is talk of a new team from Southem Districts, Marconi's junior district ; 
body, fielding a Super Leaque side next year, coming from nowhere, effectively being a Marconi 
reserve or winter side. Last year we had Sydney Utd doing much the same and it was a huge flop. 

Some years ago we had all the NSW NSL clubs entering reserve teams and the league was 
divided into two conferences, with the two winners meeting in a final. It proved extremely ’ 
unpopular and was scrapped after one year. Also, St George have had an atrocious year but it 
seems that when the money comes through from the sale of their licensed club they will be com- 
petitive again, and finishing bottom may not be the end for them. All this leaves a lot up in the air. 


1998 NSW Super League Grand Final 
BONNYRIGG WHITE EAGLES v BLACKTOWN CITY | 

Marconi Stadium was the venue for this clash between two of the big spenders of the league, 
the Serbian based Bonnyrigg and the all-Australian Blacktown which boasts West Ham United as 
one of its major backers this year and beyond. Playing in the familiar claret and blue of the 
tlammers, the Blacktown side triumphed 1-0 with a goal in the fourth minute of extra time to deny 
Bonnyrigg a clean sweep after the tri-colours had won both minor grades 3-0 earlier in the day, A 
large crowd, estimated at over 4,000, filed in to Marconi Stadium, no doubt impressed by the new 
underground carpark and improved entry points at the almost state-of-the-art stadium. , 

A glorious spring day helped the occasion which produced a fine match on a super surface ; 
which had many moments of goalmouth drama, but looked to be well on the way to penalties until 
a piece of good fortune presented the Demons with the winner on a plate. Defender Ben Blake got 
down the left and hit a cracking drive towards goal where substitute striker Stuart Cleary was 
lurking. The shot caught Cleary on his heels and flicked up between him and the goal, out of reach 
of any defenders and Cleary was able to smash the ball past an otherwise defiant Miaden Klos. 
Bonnyrigg's flankers Mark Racker and Paul Dee had shone as well as Robert Gomez, but the 
Blacktown defence was well marshalled by Damien Foxe and Damon Langan and with Aaron Holst 
and Steve Berry in great touch the Champions were deserving winners on the day. Both 
goalkeepers had faultless games and it was a pity that one had to be on the losing side in a match 
which drew warm appreciation from a knowledgable crowd. 


SUPER LEAGUE TEAM OF THE YEAR 
GREEN ROVER'S SELECTIONS: Paul Henderson (Sutheriand), Paul Dee (Bonnyrigg), 
~ Damon Langan (Blacktown), Richard Lloyd (Macarthur), Mark Racker (Bonnyrigg), 
Vadim Mikoutski (Easts), Paul Richardson (Bonnyrigg), Mick Daniels (Easts), 
Steve Berrry (Blacktown), Steve Karavitakis (Parramatta), Jason Bennett (Easts), 
Subs: John Crawley (Macarthur), Malcolm Meilak (Parramatta), Dave Harding (Bonnyrigg), 
Jim Nikas (Canterbury), Matthew Shepherd (Canterbury) 





SHAMROCK ROVER'S SELECTIONS: Paul Henderson (Sutherland), Steve Cutler 
(Blacktown), Mirko Radosaviejevic (St George), Richard Lloyd (Macarthur), 

Mark Racker (Bonnyrigg), Peter Preston (Central Coast), Steve Berry (Blacktown ), 
Paul Richardson (Bonnyrigg), Jim Nikas (Canterbury), Robert Gomez (Bonnyrigg), 
Saso Petrovski (Parramatta) 

Subs: Les Bihari (Eastem Suburbs), Yavos Ekinci (Eastern Suburbs), Damon Langon (Blacktown), 
Ben Willard (Macarthur), Mick Daniels (Eastem Suburbs) 


“Pp 


| Fea = 
Falcons' first! 

Congratulations to Gippsland Falcons for securing their first trophy since elevation to the 
national league. It may only be the Tynan-Eyre Cup, a state-based knock-out competition 
involving Victoria's four NSL clubs and the top four finishers in the Victorian Premier League, 
but the confidence such a victory will generate could prove to be more important than any player 
arrivals over the past couple of seasons. Archie Thompson was the hero of the tournament 


(and the final in particular) and we can all only hope that his early season form is just an entrée 
for the rest of the season. 


On a financial level however the toumament was a disaster. One got the impression that the 
reason for the final being scheduled for Bob Jane Stadium was to allow a good size crowd to 
watch the game in a modern facility. The organisers (perhaps fairly, perhaps not) assumed that 
South Melbourne would reach the final and thus ensure a healthy response at the turnstile. 

No such luck, and the South Melbourne committee lost a golden opportunity to flog a load of 
season tickets to the faithful. They could claim they were stiff in the semi against Gippsland, but 
like Oz against NZ, if you don't score you can have no complaints. . 


Full marks to the Falcons though, who survived the blustery conditions (and a 1-5 corner 
count) and Brian MacNicol's goal was enough to take them to the BJS final where they 
demoralised the Knights 3-0, which some observers claim could have easily been 5-0 or even 
7-0. Ante Kovacevic copped a couple of yellows but the game was already lost and Knights 
coach Vid Horvat was immediately on the lookout for four new players, The good news for 
Horvat is that the Knights have a bye in the first week, which will at least allow the new signings 
a couple of extra training (read: familiarisation) sessions. 


| 1998 Tynan-Eyre Cup 
Quarter finals: Aug 30 (double header at Veneto Club, Bulleen) 


Carlton 3. Moreira 11, 47, Viahos 65. 
Green Gully 2 Genovesi 24, Parreira 90 


Melbourne Knights 3 
Bulleen 0 


Thomas 0g32, Kutlesovski 55, Collina 76 


6 (double header at Fal P 
South Melbourne 3 Clarkson 35, Anastasiadis 55, Curcija 87 
St Albans 3 Karl 52, 90, Movric 79 
Sth Melb won 5-4 on penalties 


Morwell 


| Gippsland 4 


3 Tricarico 31, 84, Thompson 34, Savage 80 
Altona Magic 0 | 






Sep 13 (double header at Knights Stadium Sunshine) 








Gippsland 1 MacNicol 79 

South Melbourne 0 

Melbourne Knights 2 Kelic 42, 54 

Carlton 0 

FINAL - Sep 20 at Bob Jane Stadium, Albert Park 





Gippsland Falcons 3 
Melbourne Knights 0 


Thompson 28, 48, Gotis 43 


Introducing the first of another occasional series... 


World's Worst (Semi-pro) Soccer Clubs - Part 1 

To say that Melton Reds have had a bastard of a season in Victorian State Leaque Division 
One would qualify as the understatement of the millenium (thought we'd get in early before 
everyone else). In fact the end of their season has been so bad we've been unable to find a 
record in the books that even comes close. But before we examine their horrendous 1998 
season it might be worth back tracking a few years. 

Once upon a time there was a club called Albion Turk Gucu. One day they renamed 
themselves Albion Redsox (for reasons you can guess) and in 1995 finished fifth in the Victorian 
Premier League before bombing out in the first week of the finals 4-5 on penalties to Bulleen, 
who just happened to go all the way to the grand final. So everybody looked forward to living 


happily ever after, until... 
= The following season saw the Redsox finish 10" of 


H/A Opponent score 14 clubs, but only two points ahead of the relegation 
H Westvale 0-17 zone. For a variety of reasons the decision was made 
H Westgate 3-8 to shift the club's base from Sunshine (inner-west) to 
A, Werribee City 0-6 | Melton (outer-west). This satelite suburb is a good 45 
H Kingstone City 0-4 minutes drive from the CBD, but the move meant 
A Northcote 1-9 escaping from the inner-wester area which was 
H Ringwood City 0-4 already serving up Premier League soccer in the form 
A Springvale City 1-8 of Altona Magic, Green Gully Cavaliers, St Albans 
A Westem Suburbs 1-10 saints and Sunshine Georgies. On paper, it gave the 
H Richmond. 1-3 Redsox the opportunity to provide an expanding 
ry Doncaster Rovers 1-6 community with a State League soccer club. It was 
a Altona East 0-6 hoped that they could attract a new, more culturally 
A Lalor Utd 0-7 diverse following - after all, Melton and its surrounds 
H North Geelong 0-4 was one of the fastest growing districts not so long ago. 
Ay Westvale 0-7 1997 went disastrously for club. They finished 
A Westgate 0-4 bottom of the Premier League with 9 points from 26 
lH Werribee City 0-5 games and a goal difference of 29-98. But that's 
‘\ Kingston City 1-6 nothing compared to what was ahead. 

H Northcote. City 2-2 1998 began with a three point penalty (but that's 
A Ringwood City 1-2 another story}, which wasn't exactly the start they were 
H Springvale 2-2 looking for. As early as round 5, when they were 
H Westem Suburbs 0-12 murdered 1-9 by Northcote (whou would finish well 
A Richmond 0-7 down the table) it was obvious we were seeing 
H Doncaster Rovers 0-10 something very ordinary, 

A Altona East 0-14 Sure, there have been some mismatches in lower 
H Lalor Utd 1-10 divisions and amateurs and juniors but this is Division 7 
A North Geelong 0-7 folks, just one step below Victorian Premier League. 





Gotit? Okay then, here's the record... 
P W D L F A Pts 
Home 13 0 2 11 9 81 2 
Away 13 0 0 13 5 93 0 
Total 26 0 2 24 14 174 =-1 
And if you thought you could find solace in the reserves you'd be mistaken as well, with the 
‘twos' copping just on 150 goals themselves. But at least they finished with a positive points 
tally, and even managed a couple of wins, so it wasn't all doom and gloom in the social club 
every fortnight. 
lf YOU know of a team that's had a season to forget, let's make it memorable by telling the rest 
of Australia about it. It could be your team, your-ex team, or your most despised enemy's team. 
Just provide some proof that it actually happened and if you can provide a bit of text we'll make 
sure you get a few freebies in the future. 
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"My Word is Out" 


Alan Clark reviews F.F's new bio. 


Current Marconi Coach Frank Farina has just released a book in which he tells of his life as a 
footballer. It's not an autobiography - expect that a little later - he's still in his mid-30s - but it is a 
comprehensive description of how Frank managed to become a player at International level and 
in the Australian, Belgian, Italian, and French Leagues from very humble beginnings. 


Frank outlines his reasons for returning to Australia when he was still in much demand in 
Europe and why he chose to go to Brisbane Strikers. 


And it's right up to date, as Frank provides the reasons he left leave Brisbane Strikers for 
Marconi this year. 


I's a good and interesting read, given in a conversational style (as you'd expect from the way it 
was compiled), and covers the sort of thing that's of interest to the fan - how does a player crack 
it for the big time, how does it feel, and what happens at elite lev, 


Like a few of these type of books from the experienced player, Frank qivos advice to young 
players seeking to follow his footsteps, Current and prospective Marcon! players should already 
have read this book, as it'll give them a good understanding of what Frank oxpects - how he'll 
judge a player under his control, and what he finds unacceptable. No player who Frank 
coaches will ever have any excuses for not knowing. 


Also like in a few of these advice-to-young-players books, Frank explairis what sort of antics he 
got up to as a young player, how much fun he thought they were, and wi W You shouldn't do it, 
These descriptions are almost par for the course in such books, and it's difficult to know how a 
writer should approach them. Should they be left out? If included, should the benefit of 
hindsight apply with exhortations to others not to? Or should the editorialising be dispensed 
with as well as the potential for old-fogeydom? 


Frank is Clearly a player with bags of self-confidence, and a willingness to battle against 
seemingly overwhelming odds. It's this fighting quality which is a constant theme in the book - 
not an aggressive quality, more a determined one. Determined to succeed. determined not to 
settle for just a comfortable existence, but to excel. 


There's also another theme | found - a willingness to find a reason for lack of success. Whether 
it be at Bari or in the Brisbane Strikers’ post-Championship year, Frank is prepared:to analyse 
the situation, and given that he feels he has done his best, accept that the risk of losing runs 
hand-in-hand with the reward of winning. 


Pedants will find one or two minor terminology issues: the reference to Scoltish club Glasgow 
Rangers as "Glasgow" when he was describing a tournament played in Austalia, and reference 
to the English club "Crewe Alexander" rather then "Crewe Alexandra" for example. But these 
are at least as much to do with what | understand was the style of the book - it is, as an early 
page declares “as told to” the writer Bonita (Bonnie) Mersiades, until recently Brisbane Strikers’ 
publicity officer. We accept a 

different level of language In conversation than lecture. This style helps in its readability, as itis 
a living and quite interactive description of what Frank went through and how he feels about it, 
rather than being drier 

and more removed as it might were it produced by Frank sitting alone and writing it. Despite the 
style, itis only ever Frank's voice which appears in print, Bonnie’s undoubted participation does 


not appear, 


It's a good interesting read, providing insights into how a player with talent and drive, and a 
little (acknowledged) luck, made it from unlikely beginnings to become one of our best 
sportspeople. The sad thing for us and Frank is that, even now, he is likely to be more 
recognised and feted in Belgium than in Oz. Frank realises this, and proposes how this may be 
changed for those who follow. He shows that the genesis behind any change has already 
begun with those of his playing vintage having already made the steps into European Leagues. 

He looks forward to the continuation of our international competitiveness, without the 
requirement that promising youngsters head overseas, or if they do, it's in the knowledge that 
they could manage a professional life of equivalent value here in the National League. 


Frank appears not to have a black and white view of the split between what some call "the 
ethnic clubs" and the newer “mainstream” clubs. There's an appreciation of the strengths the 
“ethnic” clubs have brought to the game, at the same time as a recognition that the newer clubs 
are the way to the future. 


Those who deride Eddie Thomson's period as National Coach may well need to re-appraise 
their stand after reading Frank's assessment. Eddie was determined that Australia would 
become a better respected football nation, and picked his sides and formations accordingly. 
Frank is able to describe how, at another level of competition where Sydney City was the 
dominant team and Frank was in that team, Eddie's teams were attack-minded, and filled with 
those of strong will and seif-belief. 


if there's a theme to the book it's the fact that a successful player needs to be mentally very 
tough, Skill and strength are not the most important factors. It's self-belief and being prepared 
for the mental aspects of playing at elite level, whether dealing with other members of the 
squad, managers and coaches, and even the fans that are the key aspects of carving out a 
career, according to Frank. 


Frank's book is a worthy addition to any football fan's library, and because it is written in an 
optimistic and mostly unjudgmental way, it will leave you enthused for the future of our game, 
and grateful for the contributions of those who have been influential in its successes to date. 


"Frank Farina: A personal playing history - My World is Round" 176 pages, published by 
Vox Peritus Pty Ltd, PO Box 1648 Milton Qid 4064 and available from this month at all 
good bookshops for around $24:95. ISBN 0-646-35946-0. 


Alan Clark 
Melboume 


lf your stuck fora good read, don't forget to visit Santo at: 


fflelbourne Sports Books 


9 Elisabeth Street Hlelbour 
Phone (03) 96211211 
Come on upstairs and check out our huge range of 
Soccer and all other sports publications. 
Pick up your Studs Up or a gift for Christmas. 








Did that REALLY happen? 


September 

2 - A rare on-field appearance by Paul Okon as Lazio participale in a three-team mini 
toumament with Fiorentina and Monaco. 

3 - Melboume Knights appoint Joe Biskic as assistant coach to Vid Horvat. 

4- Newcastle Breakers and Sydney United draw 2-2 in a pre-season friendly which sees 
Kresimir Marusic line up for Sydney United! 

5 - Cariton demolish the Albury/Wodonga All-Stars (!?!) 10-0 in another pre-season warm-up. 

6 - A general meeting of Adelaide Sharks members supports the privatisation of the Club, 
endorsing Mr Con Makris as the new owner with a 51% share of the Sharks. The deal sees Mr 
Makns guaranteeing the club $1.2 million a year over the next 5 years, and he has already 
deposited $330,000 for the wiping of any existing debts, and a further $200,000 for the 
purchasing of players and for player payments. 

7 - Sydney Olympic signs Adrian Cervinski. 

8 - Peter Hore, the arsehole who tore down the net on November 29 last year is convicted and 
fined $1000 after (get this!) failing to appear in court. He was charged wilh wilful damage, 
offensive behaviour and breaching MCG regulations. He also had to pay $100 for damage to 
the net. 

9 - Wollongong, courtesy of a 23 minute Matt Horsley goal, defeat the Olyroos 1-0 ina 
fundraiser for victims of the recent floods. 

10 - Adelaide City's Kosta Salapasidis makes his move to Wollongong permanent via a $35,000 
transfer fee. In Euroroo news, Joe Spiteri will be out for at least a month following the revelation 
he has a broken bone in his foot, Jason Culina leaves Sydney Utd to team up with his father 
Branko at Sydney Olympic. 

11 - Marconi defeat Newcastle 2-0 in a pre-season friendly. Awaritela and Longo gel the goals. 
Carlton announces that Eltham North Soccer Club has joined their foader systam 

12 - Sydney United defeat Wollongong Wolves 3-2 in a friendly. On the other side of the 
continent Norther Spirit defeat a WA select XI (coached by Gary Marocehi) 2-1 wilh goals from 
Cranney and Zane. John Aloisi is still punning hot at Portsmouth, wilh) two more goals taking his 
league tally to eight. 

13 - Alex Duric scores the only goal as Adelaide Sharks defeat Adelaide Cily 1-0 in the 1" leg of 
the $20,000 Fairmont Homes Challenge Series. Aaron Holst commences a three day tial with 
German club TSV 1860 Munich. 

14 - Carlton announce the appointment of John Dowie as Team Manager, Dowie was a 
member of Brunswick's 1985 championship winning squad, as was Carllon assistant coach Fab 
Incantalupo. 

16 - Danny Tiatto is the hero for Manchester City with a goal in a 1-1 draw al Derby in a League 
Cup 2™ round tie. 

17 - South Melbourne defeat Oakleigh 4-0 in a low-key kick-about with Michael Curcija netting a 
hat-trick. 

19 - Perth Glory defeat Canberra Cosmos 3-0 in a friendly at Bunbury, Cartton defeat South 
Dandenong 5-1 with Moreira scoring twice again.... 

20 - John Aloisi scores again as Portsmouth defeat Port Vale 2-0, prompting Pompey manager 
Alan Ball to comment “At the moment Aloisi is the best striker in the country,” 

21 - Mark Bosnich is charged by the English FA over alleged comments/gastures made to 
Everton fans following Aston Villa's 0-0 draw at Goodison Park on August 15. 

22 - Bad news for Northem Spirit was the realisation that Tony Perinich must undergo a knee 
reconstruction and will probably miss the entire season, Maybe he should have a chat to Tony 
Liberatore.... 

23 - The Tansel Baser/South Melbourne/Trabzonspor saga continues with the Turks offering 
$100,000 and the Greeks requesting $1 million. 

24 - Sasa llic pledges his international future to Yugoslavia. 

25 - Craig Foster recieves his British work permit and is now set to tearm up wilh Terry Venables 
again, this time at Crystal Palace. 





“~ 


26 - Sydney United defeat Marconi 4-2 in a friendly at Marconi Stadium which sees Marconi's 
Korean sweeper Kim get on the scoresheet for both teams! On the other side of the continent, 
Perth Glory defeat Carlton 2-1 in a friendly at Geraldton. 

29 - Crystal Palace are in the news again with the signing of Craig Moore from Glasgow 
Rangers for a fee of 800,000 pounds, after making around 70 senior appearances for the 
scottish giants. 

30 - Carlton announces the signing of out-of-contract striker Joe Tricarico, previously with 
Gippsland Falcons. 


OCTOBER 
1 - Northem Spint lose their first match, 0-1 in a friendly against Wollongong at Wetherall Park, 
Primbee. Chad Bishop js the scorer, One for the trivia buffs to lock on to... 
Carlton defeat Oakleigh 3-1 in a fnendly at Jack Edwards Reserve. New recruit Joe Tricarnco 
scores twice. 
2 - News reports from England suggest that Terry Venables (also known as El Tel and more 
recently Tubby-Telly) is on the Leeds United managerial hit-list following George Graham's 
departure to Tottenham. That should please all the Socceroos that flocked to Crystal Palace. 
Brisbane Strikers defeat the QAS 8-0 in a Friday night friendly, but despite the goal avalanche, 
Wayne Knipe still hasn't scored in a pre-season game. 
3 - Marconi and Adelaide City draw 2-2 in a friendly with no Socceroos but three penalties 
awarded to Marconi. Perth Glory defeat a WA stale select 2-0 with Garcia and Markovski 
getting the goals, and 3,000 turned up for a practice match! Some Ericsson Cup clubs dream of 
that for a home game... 
4- Aston Villa boss John Gregory admits he expects Mark Bosnich to leave at the end of the 
season, with Serie A giant AS Roma being the latest club to be named as a suitor, 
5 - Nick Tana tells the West Australian that Glory are budgeting on an average home 
attendance of 14,000 this coming season. With an average player salary of $60,000, he'll be 
hoping for a string of early positive results, 
6 - West Ham United announce the signing of Michael Ferrante, and actually have the cheek to 
thank the AIS for assisting in the transfer. 
7 - Brisbane Strikers announce Gary McDowall as the new assistant coach. Just don't mention 
the 1988 Olympic qualifiers... 
8 - News of good fortune for the Gippsiand Falcons as MPs for Labour Keith Hamilton, Florian 
Andnghetto, and Liberal Phil Davis declare their membership for the Auditor-General. Can't 
predict any conflict of interest there! 
9 - Carlton announces two new directors. Stephen Hargitay and Roger Angell, both of which 
have spent time with English clubs in various capacities. The announcement is made at the 
club's shirt presentation night, attended by around 200 supporters. Says Chairman Jack “"This 
IS a tenific appointment for the Carlton Soccer Club." Er, thanks Jack... 

Guest speakers at the night include ex Sydney Swans coach Colin Kinnear (who has also 
served as assistant coach under David Parkin at Carlton amongst other gigs). 


And then.... 


One for the time capsule - October 9, 1998 

The Northern Spirit play host to Sydney Olympic in front of 18,895 fans. A new NSL 
non-finals attendance record. There are hot rumours that 17,000 free junior tickets had 
been distributed prior to the match, and the ground capacity is rumoured to be 22,000, 
so Why there were reports of a lockout are a bit mystifying... 

Anyway, this is the THIRD major attendance record broken in the last 18 months, 
following Brisbane's GF bonanza and that game at the MCG. 

Who sald the game was in such bad shape? 





BULLETIN BOARD” 





Want to keep track of results in the Ericsson Cup? Want to check out what your predictions 
| mean for the standings, and the Finals Series? 


Want to do it instantly and accurately, before any media outlet publishes the Ladder, and | 


| have it updated result by result? 
McRopod Concepts has designed a program, based on MS Excel, which does all this, and 
! more. Just by inputting a score - actual or predicted, final or progress. Press a button and see 


j) the Ladder, and the Finals match-ups all the way through to the Grand Final. Change one score 


or all of them, and see what Ladder or Finals effect that has in an instant. 
Your copy can be sent to you forjust $20 by disc, or $15 by email. 


Send your order with your cheque or money order to 
McRopod Concepts, PO Box 1112, 
Richmond North, Vic, 3121. 
Or email <mcropod@starnet.com.au> for further details. 


The Sports System is supplied in MS Excel Version 5.0/7.0 which is automatically upgraded 
| upon opening to MS Excel's later versions (Windows 97 and 98). 
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on Friday, October 30, kick-off at 7:00pm. To save you getting your fixtures out, thal is the night 
beofre the Strikers’ home match against Carlton. Entry is $7, and we're reliably informed that | 
Oceania Cup Final medal winner Chris Zorocich will be there, along with Andy Harper, Craig! 
Williams, Nick Meredith, Chay Hews, Kasey Wehrman, Jeromy Harris and others. 

Do the nght thing and get along, get pissed, and got involved. i 

J 


MELBOURNE UNI MEMBERSHIP OFFER 
29% OFF CARLTON SOCCER MEMBERSHIPS! 
SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL MELBOURNE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
SIMPLY PRESENT YOUR STUDENT |.D. OR SPORTS CENTRE SUUSCRIPTION CARD AT 
THE OPTUS OVAL TICKETING CENTRE TO REDEEM THIS OFFER 
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OPTUS OVAL VIA A LONDON BUS 
| With this season's opener against Wollongong Wolves this Sunday at Optus Oval approaching, 
Cariton Soccer Club announce a fantastic new service for soccer lovers in (he South Eastem 
suburbs. 
Carlton Soccer Club has chartered a double-decker bus lo service the growing band of 
supporters from this soccer crazy part of Melboume. 
Soccer supporters can catch the bus to and from the game, for just- 
$5 for adults and $2 for children under T6years. 
| The bus will pick up from the following points; 


. Frankston Strikers Soccer Club, Centenary Park Pick up 12n00n 


Fountain Gate Shopping Centre, Bus Stop outside Commonwealth Bank Piick up 
12:30pm 
1* Action Indoor Sports, 41 Princess Hwy, Doveton. Pick up 12:45pm 
Enquires to be directed to, 
Andy Mclean 9704 8483 or 0419 526 031 
or Michael Oakley 0359 786 395 





lf anyone still cares.... 


November 6, 1998 - United States v Australia (at San Jose, California) 


ave been. For years SU have pleaded for closer links with the Yanks, 
Pr alley a a camnpadiave (okay then, friendly) match lined up we go and blow our 
Confederation Cup place and lose what little bait we had to lure the Euroroos across the 
Atlantic. Instead we'll probably hash together a squad not dissimilar to the one that got 
thrown to the wolves in Antofagasta a couple of years back, and then wonder why we get 

three or four. | 

mai bianco will no doubt be sitting on the bench in San Jose, and no doubt Les 
Scheinflug will be sitting beside him, and no doubt we'll play one up front with at least five a 
the back and those of us back in the lounge room will head off to the fridge at regular 
intervals in disgust. We wish we could be more confident but... 


af sha’ Nn? 1 non the playing 

Are the Americans in any better shape though? The elder statesmen on ying 
roster got their way and Steve Sampson was shown the door, and with anew president in 
charge at the USSF there is every chance we could see a totally revamped US unit come 
Nov 6. At the time of writing it was still unclear as to who would be taking charge of the | 
Yanks on November 6 although Bruce Arena seems the logical choice, at least in a caretaker 
role until a permanent replacement can be selected in time for the Confederations Cup 
aaa hhhhlll) in January. | | | 
cpg selva he United have been the dominant team since MLS was formed and look 
the goods to go all the way again this season, The play-offs moved into the second phase 
on the weekend of October 10-11 so expect to see Arena's face on ESPN if you're one of the 
lucky ones to have access to Optus. 

Speaking of which, that may be the best chance you'll have to watch the game. We 
haven't seen the Optus guides for November, but recent history suggests it's more likely to 
be seen from an American point of view than an Australian, Chalk up another one for the 
infamous television deal. 


United States - International results / rankings - 1998 
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
12 16 15 41 19 18 17 

58.63 57.85 57.18 58.06 57.06 57.26 57.04 





Saturday, Jan. 24 -- United States 1, Sweden 0 
CONCACAE Gold Cup 
Sunday, Feb. | -- United States 3, CubaO _ 
Saturday, Feb. 7 -- United States 2, Costa Rica | 
Tuesday, Feb. 10 -- United States 1, Brazil 0 
Sunday, Feb. 15 — Mexico |, United States 0 
Saturday, Feb. 21 — Netherlands 2, United States 0 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 -- Belgium 2, United States 0 
Saturday, March 14 -- United States 2, Paraguay 2 
Wednesday, April 22 -- United States 3, Austria 0 
Saturday, May 16 -- United States 0, Macedonia 0 
Sunday, May 24 -- United States 2, Kuwait 0 
Saturday, May 30 -- United States 0, Scotland 0 
World Cup finals 
Monday, June 15 -- Germany 2, United States 0 
Sunday, June 21 -- Iran 2, United States | 
Thursday, June 25 -- Yugoslavia 1, United States 0 


WANNA WIN A "PELE" VIDEO???? 

Did you notice anything missing? (apart from the aussie spirit gone from 
the game!!) If you did, you could be in the running for a great video, 
complements of Soccer Australia (no, not the mag.... Just suggest the 
most suitable replacement and WIN!!!!!!! 

“Pele - The Master and his Method." Special Commemorative Edition. 
The ultimate soccer training video, narrated by Hal Lynden. 


1* prize is THE video and a 12 month subscription. 
+ a copy of the inaugural NORTHERN SPIRIT program (ta to G. Stock). 
2" prize - THE video and a 6 month subscription. 
he prize - 6 issues of our fine rag. 
So,there's the challenge! Get them pens out, the cogs grinding and get 
your entries to - STUDS UP Comp. at studsup@ozemail.com.au 
Or P.O. Box 53 Oakleigh Sth 3167. 
Get your entries in by the 5" of November and don't forget to include your name and preferred 
address. Winners will be notified quickly and published in 5.U.34. 





Look out for... 


OCTOBER 
22 - National Womens Youth team departs for a two week trip to 
Holland for internationals on October 30 and November 1. 


NOVEMBER 
6 - USA v Australia at San Jose, California 


Ericsson Cup - Fixture Highlights 


Round 2 
16/10/98 Newcastle Breakers v Canberra Cosmos Breakers Stadium 8:00pm 
17/10/98 Marconi Fairfield v Sydney United Marcon Stadium 7:00pm 
Round 3 
25/10/98 Carlton v Northern Spirit Optus Oval 3:00pm 
25/10/98 Sydney Utd v Sydney Olympic Edensor Park 3:00pm 
Round 4 
31/10/98 Marconi v South Melbourne Marcon Stadium 7:00pm 
1/11/98 Wollongong v Adelaide City Brandon Park 6:30pm 
Round 5 
6/11/98 Northern Spirit v Wollongong North Sydney Oval = 7:30pm 


8/11/98 South Melbourne v Sydney Olympic Bob Jane Stadium 6:00pm 


